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Town of Stafford STAFFORD. CT 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission (SH.~C) . 2021 JUL - 6 Ai1 8: 09 
Remote Meeting via Teleconference due to COVID-19 Mitigation Efforts ... ~fkLr~ 

Monday, June 28, 2021, at 7 p.m. ~ 

Minutes of the Special Meeting !e:~Vr;:':;'~ 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 

Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Jamie Furness, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, Greg Post, and Beth 

Magura, recording secretary. A quorum was established. 

Also attending the meeting was David Mordasky, chairman of the Stafford Agriculture Advisory 

Commission. Also providing input to the meeting was Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford grants and 

marketing specialist. 

2. Review of the minutes of the May 24, 2021, SHAC special meeting 

Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 5/24/2021 special meeting; this 

motion was seconded by Gregory Post. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. David Mordasky requested an opportunity to speak with the Stafford Historical Advisory 
Commission (SHAC) about his idea for the decommissioned Witt School in Hyde Park. 

Dr. Mordasky had read SHAC's Report 1, Recommendations to the Board ofSelectmen Regarding the 
Decommissioned Witt School, which was submitted in August 2018. 
[ http:Urecords.staffordct.orgUfiles/2018/SHAC/09-24-Report%201%20-%20Witt%20School.pdf] 

Dr. Mordasky said that initially he was surprised to read that SHAC had recommended demolition ofthe 
Witt building. But after recapping various details he had read in the report, he said he agrees with 
SHAC's recommendation to demolish the Witt and advocates the Idea of replacing it with an open-air 
pavilion on a concrete slab. 

Dr. Mordasky, who is chairman of the Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission, said that the Farmer's 
Market needs a consistent and centralized location in Stafford Springs. He envisions other uses for the 
pavilion, citing a recent outdoor Spring Dance Recital held by the Stafford Academy of Dance for two 
consecutive days at the American Legion. Another open-air event held recently was the Stafford High 
School graduation ceremony, said Dr. Mordasky. 

Dr. Mordasky also speculated about opportunities to capitalize on Stafford Motor Speedway traffic as it 
passes through town in the summer. He remarked that at a rest stop out on 1-84, he had heard that the 
Boy Scouts have earned $12,000 in one day by giving away free coffee. 

Dr. Mordasky expressed the opinion that Stafford needs a vision for the Hyde Park area. SHAC members 
agreed and remarked that conceptualizing a cohesive vision for Stafford Springs repeatedly is mentioned 
in many of SHAC's deliberations. 

Commissioner Becky Kraussmann thought that other Town commissions should be invited to brainstorm 
on this topic. It would be beneficial if three or four Town commissions could work toward a common 
goal, she said. 
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Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford grants and marketing specialist, said she would be scheduling a 
Brownfields Advisory Board meeting soon. An important component of the grant is soliciting input from 
a variety of audiences. Putting the word out to other Town commissions and various civic groups is 
required by the grant. 

Dr. Mordasky estimated that demolition of the Witt building would cost about $100,000. He speculated 
about raising contributions from local businesses, as had been the case with the construction of the 
bandshell in Hyde Park. 

Ms. Wakley said she had been told that demolition would cost $1.5 million, which exceeds the half

million-dollar quote that Commissioner Donald Passardi had obtained about 3 years ago. SHAC 

Chairman leonard Clark remarked that Ron Houle has cautioned that regulations related to the 

remediation of hazardous materials may require retention of those materials on site. 

Mr. Clark said that knocking down the Witt building to create a pavilion may not be cheaper than 

finding an adaptive use for the old building. Perhaps a portion of the current building could be 

converted into a pavilion, he said. 

Commissioner Beth Magura explained that the 3-year. $300.000 U.S. EPA brownfield grant has 

provided funding to hire as consultants Weston &Sampson (an environmental engineering firm) and 

Gamble Associates (an urban planning/architectural firm). The Witt building has been a primary focus 

of this grant, which is intended for assessing the environmental conditions and economic development 

potential of various buildings around Stafford. 

No actual remediation activities will be initiated with the current EPA grant. 

Everyone present eagerly awaits the assessment by Weston & Sampson of the environmental hazards 

that would be involved related to remediation work at the Witt building. 

Ms. Magura, who also serves on the Brownfields Advisory Board (BAB), explained that photos of an 

outdoor pavilion in Greenville. SC, had been forwarded to BAB in early January 2021. In addition, a 

request for Gamble Associates to conceptualize an open-air pavilion had been included. 

Dr. Mordasky asked: "How can we make the best possible use of this area for the people who live in the 

Town of Stafford?" He wondered if rather than attracting new businesses to Stafford, we should take 

care of the businesses that are now in Stafford. 

SHAC Chairman leonard Clark expressed the opinion that the Town needs to attract new businesses too. 

liThe Town has fallen far behind. We need an effort on both fronts," said Mr. Clark. 

Commissioner Roger Ingraham sucdnctly stated that we need a campaign to move this in a positive 
direction. 

4. Update on status of the Survey and Planning Grant from the State of CT to fund research to 
substantiate the nomination of downtown Stafford Springs as a National Register Historic District. 

Ms. Wakley said she is awaiting word from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on final 
approval of the 100% grant ($20,000) to the Town of Stafford. Formal approval of state grants often 
takes some time to be finalized, remarked Ms. Kraussmann. 
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s. Update on the status of Memorial Hall. 
Mr. Clark reported that he had emailed Facilities Supervisor Bruce Davis about the imminent painting 
and related repairs of Memorial Hall. Mr. Davis reported that, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
painting contractor is having difficulty buying enough of the selected Sherwin Williams brand of exterior 
paint. There is only enough available paint to cover half the hall. Mr. Davis says that a higher grade of 
paint is available at a higher price. He is still in the process of making a decision, and he said he would let 
Mr. Clark know what is decided. 

SHAC had recommended a color combination for the exterior. Whether there would be any difficulty 
getting these colors is unknown. 

Mr. Passardi and Commissioner Greg Post asked if the picket fence would be painted. Mr. Clark said Mr. 
Davis did not mention the fence. 

6. Discussion of SHAC's request that the Board of Selectmen consider adding two positions to the 

Annette Hyde Colton Fund trustee board. 

Mr. Clark reported that he had asked Selectman Rick Hartenstein about this. Mr. Hartenstein said it 

would be discussed at the next BOS meeting on July 9. Mr. Hartenstein currently serves as chairman of 

the Annette Hyde Colton Fund board of trustees. 


7. Update on impending work on the Christopher Allen Bridge. 

On June 23, Director of Public Works Devin Cowperthwaite said that the State of CT had been awarded 


the contract for doing borings to New England Boring Contractors. The actual work will begin on June 28 


or June 29, said Mr. Cowperthwaite. 


8. Discussion of SHAC providing recommendations for the upcoming revision of the Town's Plan of 

Conservation and Development. 


Mr. Clark is suggesting that SHAC member approach the POCO from a historical perspective. 

Ms. Kraussmann suggested that a useful resource for SHAC is the Historic & Architectural Resources 
Survey a/the Town a/Stafford, which was compiled in 1992. This survey was part of a nationwide 

inventory and analysis ofthe historic and cultural resources ofthe U.S. that had been funded through a 

federal Community Development Block Grant and Small Cities Program Grant. The designation of 

Stafford Hollow as a National Register Historic District in 1987 was mentioned as a result of federal and 

state preservation efforts. 

Following are excerpts from the executive summary of the 1992 survey: 

"While this study was initiated to provide historic data for the Borough ofStafford Springs, which is 
the focus of the broader Community Development Grant activities in the town, this same study has 
been expanded in scope to include the remaining unsurveyed portions of the town." (from page 1) 

"In addition to individual inventoried properties, and in addition to the existing Stafford Hollow 
Historic District, new National Register historic districts are recommended for consideration for the 
following: 

• Stafford Commons (Stafford Street) 

• Staffordville (New Furnace) 

• Hydeville (Lafayette Furnace) 

• West Stafford 
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• Orcuttville 
• Borough ofStafford Springs (from page 2) 

"The goal of historic preservation is to preserve continuity with the past, not the isolation of the past; 
indeed, the continuity ofour cultural heritage both anticipates and encourages ongoing change and 
development. The historic properties identified by this study are resources important to the ongoing 
development of our community. These resources contribute to both the aesthetic quality ofour 
environment and our cultural heritage. Moreover, these properties can be important resources in 
economic development. As the Town ofStafford, and indeed much ofthe nation, emerges from a 
long period ofexpansion into one ofconsolidation and diversification, the potential role of Stafford's 
historic villages, waterway, and rural areas should not be underestimated. Indeed, Stafford's pristine 
natural setting and historic villages are probably the two outstanding attractions the town has to offer 
in its attempt to diversity economically-resources not only for the emerging regional tourist trade 
but also for the quality of life necessary to attract new businesses to Stafford." (from pages 4-5) 

In December 2017, Ms. Kraussmann had compiled excerpts from the 1992 the Historic & Architecturol 
Resources Survey of the Town ofStafford. He r 167 -page document served as supporting information at 
the time of SHAC's first presentation to the Board of Selectmen about the idea of nominating downtown 
Stafford Springs to become a National Register Historic District. 

On p. 129 of the compilation of excerpts from the 1992 survey, recommendations for zoning and 
planning are discussed, and these include "special'village' zoning." Also included are 
recommendations for "specific improvements where the historic context has already been violated, 
such as the grounds of the demolished Springs House resort complex and behind the railroad station in 
the downtown business district,/I 

Ms. Kraussmann asked how viable the Village Overlay is in the Town's current zoning regulations. Is 
there a cohesive vision? "What is the vision?" she asked. 

Mr. Clark commented that west Stafford is of historic relevance too due to the three industrial sites, 
which are still extant although under private ownership. He had once had a carpentry workshop in the 
former Bradway turbine building on Krol Road. He wondered ifthis part oftown could be better 
documented using informational plaques. Ms. Kraussmann commented that another approach would be 
development of a cellphone app or something of that nature. 

Mr. Passardi recalled that in the past a friend had looked into the former Soukup button shop on Route 
30 for a machine shop. He had been told that it was located it a residentially zoned area. Mr. Clark 
remarked that, in some cases, a machine shop might have been allowed in order to preserve the historic 
nature ofthe building. 

Ms. Magura commented that the residences west of the West Stafford School include several large 
wood frame houses (including what formerly had been the Rostek home), which in the past couple of 
years have been spruced up. The owners seem to have taken to heart stewardship of these properties. 
They might be amenable to West Stafford being considered as a "nongoverning" historic district. 

Mr. Clark said this discussion was a good start to thinking about input from SHAC to the revision of the 
POCO. More discussion will take place. 

9. Public comment. No members of the public participated. 

10. Old business. There was no old business. 
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11. New business. 

Mr. Passardl asked if anyone is applying for matching grants to help fund the roof repairs and 

foundation repairs for Memorial Hall. He worried that the Annette Hyde Colton Trust Fund would be 

depleted very quickly without the potential for grants. 


With the U.S. EPA brownfield grant in progress and the Survey and Planning Grant pending, Ms. Magura 
doubted that there would be adequate "bandwidth" among Town employees to consider applying for 
yet another grant. However, she agreed, as did others, that augmenting the trust fund is a worthy idea. 

Would a nonprofrt organization be needed to cosponsor a grant application along with the Town of 
Stafford, which owns Memorial Hall? Could the VFW be such a partner with the Town? Is there another 
nonprofit organization that would be interested? 

It was thought that the need for a cosponsor depends on the type of grant being considered. Ms. 
Kraussmann suggested that Mr. Passardi check the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) website for 
information. 

A key determinant of funding sources would be firming up the longer range prospects for the use of 
Memorial Hall. 

10. Adjoumment. Donald Passardi made a motion to adjourn; Roger Ingraham seconded the motion. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously by the group. The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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